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Notable Diſcouery of Cooſenage. 


Now daily practiſed by ſundry lewd per- 


ſons, called Connie-catchers, 


Croſle-byters. 


Plainely laying open thoſe pernicious ſleightes that hath broaghe many igno* 
tant men to confuſion, 
r Cirz;rns, Apreneiſer, Conmerey Farmers 
and yormen, thas may hay to fall moe the compare of ſuch cooſening companions, 
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TO THE YONG GEN- 


tlemen, Marchants, A pprentiſes, 
Farmers you Countreymen 
calth. 


Iogenes, Centlemen, from 4 counter fait Coi- 
wer of money , became 4 currant correttor of 
manners, as abſolute in the one , as diſſolute 
in the other : time refineth mens 755 4 
their humors grow different by the diſtincti- 
on of age. Poore Ouid that amorouſly writ in 
his youth the art of lone, complayned in his exile emongſt the 
Getes of his wants follies. And Socrates age was vertzons thogh 
his prime was licentious . So,Gentlemen, my younger yearer had 
vncertaine thoughtes, but now my ripe dayes cals on to 
tant deeds, and I ſorrow as much to ſee others wilfull,as I 441. 
ted once to be wanton.T he adde mad. caps I haue beene mate too, 
not a5 4 companion , but 45a ſpie to haue an inſight into their 
knaueries that ſeeing their trames I might eſchew their ſnares: 
thoſe mad fellowes I learned at laſt to loath,by their owne grace- 
leſſe villeinies, and what ] ſaw in them to their conſafton, I can 
forewarn in others to my countries commodity . None could de. 
cipher Tyraniſme better then Areſtippus , not that hit nature 
was cruell,but that he was nourtured with Dioniſius: T he fins. 
ple ſwaine that cuts the N [lones, can diſtinguiſh a Ruby 
from a Diamond onely by his labour:though 1 haue not praftiſed 
their deceits, yet connerſing by fortune, and talking vppon pure 
poſe with ſuch copeſ-mates, hathgiuen me light into their cem. 
cerptes,and I cun decipher their qualities, though 1tterly miſlike 
2 . 
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of their pratiſes. To be briefe Gentlemen, I haue ſeen the world 
and rounded it though not with trauell, yet with experience, and 
I cry out with Salomon. Omnia {ub ſole vanitas. 1 haue ſmi- 
led with the Italian, and worne the vipers head in my hand, and 
get ſtopt his venome. 1 haue eaten Spaniſbe Mirabolanes , and 
jet am nothing the more metamorphoſcd. Fraunce, Germa- 
ny, Poland, Denmarke, I knowe them all, yet not affected to any 
in the fourme of my life ; onely I am Engl borne , and I haue 
Engliſh thoughts, not a diuell incarnate becauſe I am Italianat, 
but hating the pride of Italy, becauſe I know their peeuiſhnes yet 
in all theſe Countries where I huue trauailed, I haue not ſcene 
more exceſſe of vanity then wee Engliſhe men practiſe through 
Vain glory: for as our wits be as ripe as any,ſo our willes are more 
ready then they all, to put in eſſect any of their licencious abuſes: 
yet among ſt the reſt, letting ordinary ſinnes paſſe becanſe cuſtome 
hath almoſt made them a lame, I will only ſpeake of two ſuch no- 
table abnſes,which the pradtitioners of thẽ ſhadow with the name 
Arts, as neuer haue beene heard of in any age before. The firſt 
and chieſe, is called the Art of Cunny catching, the ſecond, 
the Arte of Crosbiting; two ſuch peſtilent and greindiciall 
prattiſes, as of late haue beene the ruine of infinit perſons,and the 
ſubuerſion and ouerthrom of many Marchaunts, Farmers, and 
honeſt minded yeomen . The firſt is a acceite at Cardes, which 
growing by enormity into a Cooſenage , is able to drawe (by the 
ſubtill ſhew thereof) a man of great iudgement to conſent to his 
omne confuſion. Tet Gentlemen when you ſhall reade this booke 
written — to diſcouer theſe cooſening practiſes, thinke ! 
£0 not about to aiſpraue or diſatow the moſte auncient and honeſt 
paſtime or recreation of Card. play, for thus much ] know by rra- 
linge When the Cittie of Thebes was beſieged by them of Lace- 
demonia, being girt within ſtrong fenced walles , and hauing 
men enoueh,and able to rebat the enemie, they found no inconue- 
nience of force to breede their enſuing bane but famine , in * 
when 
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when victuals waxed ſcant, huger would make them eyther yeeld 
by a fainting compoſition, or 4 miſerable death. Whereupon to 
wearie the foe with wintering at the ſiedge , the I hebanes deut- 
ſed this pollicie, they found out the Methode of Cards and Dice, 
and ſo buſied their braines with the pleaſantneſſe of that new in- 
vention, paſsing away the time with ſtrange recreations and pa- 
ſlimes, beguiling hunger with the delight of the nem ſportes,and 
eating but euerie third day, and playing tmo, ſo their frugall ſa- 
ring of vittuals, kept them from famine, the Citie from fac ne, 
and raiſed the foe rom a mortall ſedge . T hus was the ue 4 
Cardes and Dice firſt inuentea, and ſince amongſt Princes hi 

ly eiteemed and allowed in all common-wealthes, 464 — 
recreation for the minde :but as time und malice of mans natus e 
hatchcth abuſe , ſo good thinges by ill wittes are wreſted to the 
worſe,and ſo in Cardes:for from an honeſt recreation it is grown 
to a preindiciall pracliſe, and moſt high degree of cooſenage , as 
ſhall be diſconered in my Arte of Cunny-catching, for not onely 
ſimple ſwaincs whoſe wittes is in their handes, but yoong Gentle. 
men and Marchants, are all caught like Cunnies in the lay, and 
ſoled like lambes to their conſuſion. 

The poore man that commeth to the T earme to trie his right, 
and laieth his land to morgadge to get ſome Crownes in hys 
purſe to ſee bis Lawyer, is x 48. in by theſe deuiliſb Cunny-cat- 
chers that at one cut at Cardes loofeth all his money, by which 
meanes, he, his wife and chilaven, is brought to vtter ruine 
miſery . The poore Prentice whoſe honeſt minde aymeth onely 
at his Maiſters profites, by theſe peſlilent wipers of the common- 
wealth it ſmoothly intiſed to the hazard of this game at Cardes, 
and robd of his Maiſters money which farceth him oft times ey- 
ther to run away,or banckrout all zo the overthrow of ſome honeſt 
and wealthy Citizen . — then ſuch a daungerous enormil 
groweth by them to the diſcredit of the eſtate of England, / mon 
wiſhe the Juſtices appointed as ſenere Cenſors of ſuch you "miſe 
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thiefes , is ſhewe themſelues parres patriæ, by weeding ont ſuch 
nem me — — nag, vv 1. 
gree of Cooſeners ont 4 countrey, for 
of al dincliſb pradtiſes 2 22 high — 
ger that ined condbby the high way fide, the ful them, 
the ſtale, the ſuap, I meane the picke-pockets and cut-purſes are no- 
* to meete with all, as theſe Cooſening Cunny- 
catchers. T he Chetors that with their falſe Dice ww. pr 4s. 
& ſtrike in at Hazard or Paſſage with their Dice of aduantage, 
are nothing ſo daungerous as theſe baſe minded Caterpillers. For 
they haue their vies and there rexies vppon the poore Cunnies 
backe, til they Jo ferrette beate him that they leuue him neither 
Hure on his skin, nor hole to harbour in. 7 was before this 
* ares ago, 4 practiſe put in vſe by ſuch ſhiftins compani- 
— — ee. — as in the Art 
of Cunny-catching, ons were required to performe their 
dr ro — Taler — —. and 
the Rurter, and the manner of it in deed was thus. The Taler vy 
ſeemeth a skilful man in al things, who hath by long trauail lear- 
ned without Booke a thouſand pollicies to inſinuate himſelſe into 
4 mans acquaintance: T alke of matters in law, he hath plenty of 
Caſis 41 his fingers ends, and he hath ſeene,and tried, and ruled 
in the Kinges Courts : Speake of graſing and husbandry , no 
man knoweth more ſhircs then hee, nor better which way to raiſe 
4 gainefull commodity, and how the abuſes and ouerture 7 prices 
might bee redreſſed. Finally, enter into what diſcourſe they liſt , 
were it into a Broomemans faculty, hee knoweth what gaynes 
they haue for olde Bootes and Shooes: Tea,and it ſhall ſcape him 
hardly,but that ere your talke break off, hee will be your Countrey 
man at leaſl, and peraduenture eyther of kinne, 4 or ſome ſlale 
ſib to jon, if your reach far ſurmonnt not his . Incaſe hee bring 
10 paſſe that you bee glad of his acquaintance, then doth hee car- 
ry you to the Tauernes, and with him goes the Verſer a man 
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of more wor ſhippe then the Taler vp, and hee hath the counte- 
naunce of a landed man. As they ave ſet , comes in the Barnard 
ſtambling into your company , like ſome —— of the 
Countrey, a ftranger vnio you all that had beene at ſome market 
T owne there abouts buying and ſelling, and there tipled ſo mach 
Malmeſie that hee had neuer 4 ready word in his mouth , and 
is ſo careleſſe of his money, that aut hee throweth ſome forty An- 
gels on the boords end, and [landing ſomewhat aloofe, calleth for 
4 pint of wine od and ſayth : _— — — with 
ow, I ou be not greened if I dri drinke : and 
— — ſach idle dranken talke, . Verſer = COmn- 
terfeiteth the landed man comes and drawes more neare to the 
plaine honeſt dealing man, and prayeth him to call the Barnard 
more neare to lang at his folly . Betweene them two the matter 
ſhal beſo conneied and finely argued, that out com- 
merh an old paꝶe of Cardes, whereat the Barnard teacheth the 
Verſer a new game, that hee ſaies cot him for the learning two 
pots of Ale not two houres agoe, the firſt wager is drinke the next 
Iwo pence or a groat, and laſtly to be briefe they wſe the matter ſo, 
that hee that were a hundred ycare olde, 7 nener played in his 
fe for 4 pem, cannot refuſe to be the V erſers halfe , and conſe- 
10 05 — Se, vir dy they play 4251. 
dred pound . — is loft (to uſẽ 
their word of Arte) 1 r countrey man begin to 
them, and ſweares the en knaue ſhall not get his 
ſo, then flandeth the Rutter at the doore and dy aweth his fword 
and picketh a quarrel! at his owne ſhadowe, if hee lacke an Ofler 
07 4 T apſter or ſome other to brabble with, that while the ſtreete 
and company gather to the fray, as the manner is, the Barnard 
ſteales away with all the coine, and gets him to one blinde Ta- 
werne or other, where theſe Cooſeners had appointed to merte. 
T hus Gentlemen I haue glaunſt at the Barnardes Lame, 
which though you may perceyus it to bee 4 preiudictall inſinua- 
MU 4 ting 
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Ling cooſenage, yet is the Art of Cunny-catching ſo ſarre beyond 


it in ſubtilty, as the diuel is more ds then the halieſt An- 
gell:for ſo unlikely is it for the poore Cunny to leeſe hat might he 
pawn his Hake to a pound, he would ley it that be cannot be croſ- 
bitten inthe cut at Cardes, as you ine by my preſent diſ- 


conery.T et genilemen,am I ſore threatned by the hackſters of that 
filthy faculty, that if 1ſette their praftiſes in Print, they will cus 
that hand 9 mein. „ but home I . 
auadoes , you cciue plune paint ing ont oft 
yea, ſo alle doe I — 2675 minded braggardt, thus were 
it not 1 hope of their amendement,1 would in a ſchedule ſet down 
the names of ſach cooſening Cunny-catchers. Well leaummg them 


und there courſe of life to the honourable and the wor 


the ho % 
the land to be cenſors of with Iuſtice, haue about for 4 al 


the Arte of Cro-biting : 1 meane not croſ-biters at dice, when 
the Chetor with a langret, cut cantrarie to the vantage wil crof- 
bite a bard cater tray : nor I meane not when a broking knaue 
croſ-bites a Gentleman with a bad commoditie : nor when the 
Foi#t, the picke-pockets ( ſir reuerence I meant) is croſ-bitten by 
the Snap,and ſo ſmoakt for his parchaſe:nor when the nip which 
4 


an people call a Cut-purſe hath a croſ bite by ſome bri- 
b cer, — 2. him — awaie 
all the monie and lets him ſlip without anie puniſhment : But I 
meang a more diſhonourable Art, when a baſe roague, eyther 
keepeth a whore as his friend, or marries one io be his maintei- 
ner and with ber not onely croſ-bites men of good calling, but eſ- 
pecially poore ignorant countrey Farmers, who God wotte be by 
them led like ſheepe to e Thus gentle readers, haue I 


2 4light in bricſe, what 1 meane to proſccute at large 

and lo with an humble ſute to all Inſtices , that 45 will 2 10 

roote ont theſe two rogiſh Artes, I commit you to the Almighty. 
- Yours Rob. Greene. 
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THE ART OF CON- 


ny-catching. 


— — e 


Here bee requiſite effectually to act tha | 
Art of Conny-catching th2e ſeverall 
parties: the Setter, the Uerſer, and 
y the Sarnackte. The nature of the (ets 
ter is to dzaw in any perſon familiar: 
ly to dzinke with him, which perſon 
they call the Come, and their methods 
N is atco ding tothe man they anne at: 
i if 8 Gentleman ,Perchant,oz Appzentice,the Connie ts the 
moze eaſely c:ught , in that they art (one induced to play, 
and therfo2: J omit the circumſtance they vie in catchingad 
them . And fo2 becauſe the paze Country Farmar,qz N 
man is the mar ke they moſt 9 at, who they kno w comes 
not 
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not emptie to the Terme, J will diſcover the meanes they 
pat in pzactiſe to bzing in ſome honeſt, ſimple, and ignoꝛant 
men to their pu-pole, The Couny- catchcrs,apparelled like 
honeſt ciuil Gentlemen,o7 gov fettows; wit atmet face, 
as if butter would not meit in their mouthes , after dihiner 
when the Clyents arc come from Wleltminſter hal, and are 
ſomewhat at leiſurc to walke vp and downe Pantes, Flat- 
ſtreet, Polburne,thc Strond, and luch common haunted pla- 
ces, whcre theſe coſſening companions attend onely to ſpie 
out a pꝛap: who,aſſon: as they ſer a plaine country fellowe 
wel and cleanl p apparelled,eithec in a coate of home ſpunne 
rufſet,oz of fritz e as the time requires, and a ſide pouch at his 
ſide,there is a Connie ſaith one. At that wo2de out flies the 
Setter. and ouer-taking the man, beg ins to ſalute him thus. 
Hir, God ſaue pou you are hartily welcom to London, he w 
doth all our god frends in the country? J hope the bee all in 
health. The country - man ſ&ing a man ſo cou. teous that he 
knowcs not,balfe in a bꝛowne ſtudie at this ſt. ange ſaluta- 
tion, perhaps makes him this anſwer: Sir, all our frends in 
the cuntry are well thanks be to God, but truly know you 
not, you muſt pardon me, Why fir, ſaith the Setter, ceſſing 
by his tong what cuntryman he is, are you not a Pozkſl ire 
man 02 ſuch a cuntryman? if he ſap ves, then he ct pa vpon 
bim clotely ; if het ſay no then ſtraight the ©ctter ce mes o- 
ner him thus: In god (oth fir, J know you by rour face, and 
bane biene in pour companie beſo2e, J pꝛay you (ii without 
offence)let ine crane pour name, and the plece of pour abode, 
The iinple man ffraight telles him whcre bee dwets, his 
name, and who be his next neighbozs. and what Gentlemcn 
dwell about him. After i hath learned all of him, then ha 
comes ouer his fallowes kindly : Sir, though 3 haue beene 
ſomewhat bold to bee inquiſitive of pour naure : ret hold ma 
excuſed ,-fo2 I take vou foꝛ a friendof mine; but fnce by 
miſtaking 3 bane made pou Nlacke pour buſmes, wele dꝛink 
hart of wine, oz a pot of Ale together: Jf the gentle fle 
ino (6 readie as to goe, then the Connie is caught ; but if hee 
Anus ſmacks 
20.1 
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ſmack the Sefter,and (mels a Nat by bis clawing, and will 
not dzinke with him, then away goes the Setter, t dilcour- 
ſeth to the Uerſer the name of the man, the pariſh be dwels 
in, and what Gentlemen are his neare neighboz s, with that 
away goes her, and croſſing the man, at ſome turning mates 
him full in the face, and gretes him thus. 

What godman Barton? how fares all our friends about 
you? pou are wel met, J haue a pint of wine foz pou, you art 
welcome to Zowne. The plaine country man hearing dim⸗ 
ſe lfe named by a man he knowes not, maruels and ani wers 
him that he knowes him not, and craues pardon : Not ma 
godman Bar:on ? haue pou fozgot me ? Why 7 am ſuch a 
mans kinſman pour neighbour not farre off: ho doth this 
oz that god Gentleman my friend? god K oꝛde that J ſhould 
ber out of pour remembzance, I baue biene at pour houſe di- 
vers times. Inderd (ir, ſaith the farmar,are pou ſuch a mans 
kinſman? Surely ſir,if vou had not challengde acquaintance 
of me, I ſhould neuet haue knowne you, J haue clean fo2got 
you, but F know the god Gentleman pour Coden well, ba 
is my very god neighboz : and fo2 his ſake ſaith the Werſer, 
wele dzinke afoze we part: happely the man thankes him, £ 
to the wine oꝛ ale they go, then ere they part they make dim 
a Con, and ſo ferret-claw him at tards, that thep leaue hun 
as bare of mon, as an ape of a taile. Thus haue theſe filthis 
fellowes their ſubtil fetches to dzaw on pooze men to fal in- 
ta their coſſening pꝛadiſes: thus like conſuming motbee of 
the common- wealth, thep pꝛay vpon the ignozance of ſuchs 
plaine ſoules, as meaſure all by their owne honeſtte: not re- 
gar ding either conſciznce,02 the fatall reuenge that is thꝛea- 
tened fo2 ſuch idle and licentio as perſons: but doe imploꝑ all 
their wits to p ouertij :o w of ſuch, as with their handy th2ifk 
ſatiſfic thzir hart thirſt : thep p2eferr ng cooſſenage befozs 

labour, and chuſing an idle pꝛaaiie befoze ame hont ſt ſoꝛme 
of go) liuin . Wel to the methode againe of taking vp their 
Connies: It᷑ the pooze cuntry-man ſinoake them dul, and 
will not ſtoupe vato either of their lures ; then one, cither 
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the Uerſer, os the Setter, 02 ſame of their erus( o there is 
a generall fraternitis bet wirt them) Reppeth beſo2s the Co- 
nie as he goeth, and letteth dzoppe t welue pence in the bia h 
way, that of fo:ce the Connie mutt le it. The Country-wan 
ſpytag the ſhilling, maketh not daintie(foz Quis mihi men- 
tis inops oblatum reſpuit avrum? ) but Roopeth very man- 
nerlp, s taketh it vp: then one of the Conny-catchers behind 
cryeth halle part and ſo chalengeth halſe oi toe finding. The 
country - man content offereth to chaunge the money: Nay 
faith friend, ſaith-the Uerſer,tis ill lucke to t pe found 1:09 
ney, wele goe ſpend it in a pottle of wine, 82 in a b;zeakeſaff, 
dinner oz ſupper,as the time of the day requu es: Ji the Co- 
nie ſap he wil not. then aniwers the di er ier, ſpend mp part: 
It aul the Connie refuſe, be takcth hulſe unt away: At they 
fpie the country - man fo be oſ a having and tout tous humsz, 
then haus they a further policie to dz1we him on: anotber 
that knoweth the place of his avode,inateth him. aud (az th; 
Sir, well met, J bave runme ha ſtil to ouettake you J p2ap 
vou dwel you not in Daruy- ire in ſuch a v:tlage? yrs ma- 
rie do J frend, ſaith the Conmie:then replies the Uerſer.trup 
lie fir, J haue a ſate vnto you, J am going out of towne, and 
malt ſende a letter to the parſon of your par ich, you ſhall not 
refuſe to do a ſtranger ſuch a fans; as to carryit him, happe- 
Ke as men may in times merte, it may lie in wy lot to doe you 
as god a turne, « fir foz your paines J will giue you twelue 
pence. The po2e Conny in mere ſimylicitie ſaith, ir, J will 
do ſo much fo; pou with all my heart, where is pour letter? Y 
haus it not(god fir)readie wzitten, but may Jintreate you 
to Keppe into ſome Taverne,o2 Ale · houſe, wele d.inke the 
while, and 3 will w2ite but a line oꝛ two: at this the Ccn- 
nie ſtoupes,and fo2 greedines of the money, and vppon kinde 
curtefle goes with the Setter vnto the T auer ne. As they 
walks they mit the Uerſer, and then they all thz& goe into 
the Tanerne together. 

&& Gentlemen, what great L ogitians theſe Conny-rat- 
chers bee, that haut luch iabetozicall perſwaſions to 1ndace 
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the pooze cpuntry-man to his confuſion , and what varieties 


of villanis they haue to ſtriyns the honeſt ſarmar of his ma⸗ 
ney, Mell. imagine the Connie ia in the Tanerne, then fits 
downe the Aer ſer, and ſaith tothe Seete; What firþs, wilt 
thou giue ma a quart of mine, oa ſhall A giue the one? welt 
d2ink a pint, laith the Mettar. but wele play a game at carvs 
fs2 it, reſpecting mo2e the (pozt then the late: content (ſaith 
tie Uerſer) go tall fo2 a pairs ; and while be is gons to fetch 
tye, be ſaith tothe Cony, you (hall ſe me fetch over my yang 
maiſter (oz aquart of wine finely , but this you muſt doe foz 

me: when J cut the Cartes. as I wil not cut aboue fine off, 

marke then of all the great packe which is vadermoſt, and 

wher J vid you call a card foz mee, name that, and you ſhall 

ſe uur le make him pay fo2 a quart of wine ſtraight- Truelię 

la ig the Conny, J am no great player at Cartes, and J doe 

nat wel v.aderſtand pour meaning. Why ſaith he, it is thus: 

wi plap at mum-chaance, aa decop, that he ſhall ſhuffle 

the Crocs. aad J will cutts : now epther of vs mul call a 

Cad pay ll call ea mee, and bee fo2 humſe ſe, and whoſe 

Card comes firſt wins: therfoze when J bane cut the cards, 

then mache the nethermoſt of the greateſt heape , that I ſet 

bpon the c ros which? J cut of, and al waies cal tha! foz me. 

Od now ſaith the Connie, J vaderſtand you, let are alone, I 

warrant Jle fit your turns: with that, in comes the Settcr 

with his Cardes, andaſketh at what game they ſhall play, 

why ſai h the Aerſer, at a ne we game called mum-chaunce, 

that hath no policis noꝛ knanery, but p'aine as a pike ſtatfe, 

you ſhall ſhuffle, and Ile cat, you ſhall call a Card, and this 
boneft man a ſtraunger almoſt to bs bath, ſhall call another 
$2 me.and which ol dur cards comes firft ſhal win Content 
ſaith the Setter,fo2 tha's but mere hazard, and ſo he ſhuffles 
the cards, and the Ur ler cuts off ſome foure cards, and then 
taking vp the beape to ſet vppan them, giueth the Connie a 
glaunce of the bottom cardof that heap,then ſaith, a now fir 
call foz mos The Conte to blind the Setters eyes, aſketh as 
though de were not —— 1 — 
3 cut? 
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ent? what card ſaith the Uerterꝰ why, what you will, either 
diamond, coat- card, os other. Dh is it ſo 
ths Conniorwþy then you ſhal haus the foure of harts, 
was the card he had tho glance of, and ſaith the Set- 
ker(holbing the tardes in bis hand, and turmag vp the vp- 
permoſt card as thogh he not wel the game) ale haut 
the knane of trumpes . Kay laith the Aerſer, there is no 
frump, you may call what card pou mill, then ſaith bee, ls 
haue the ten of ſpades with that he dꝛawes, and the foure of 
hartscomesfirft: well ſaith the Setter,tis but hapard, mins 
might haus come as wel as pours fine is vp, J feare not the 
ſet : ſo they ſuſtle and cut, but the Uerſer winnes, Wick 
ſaith the Setter, no butter will cleave on m bzxcad, what 
not one dzaught amongeft us: Dꝛawer a frethe pint, Jig 
haue another bout with pou: but fir, I belcuc(ſaith he to the 
Conn) pou ſee ſome card, that it goes ſo crofle on my ide. 
I ſaith the Connie, nay J hope pou thinke not ſo of me, tis 
but hazard and chance: foz J am but a meere ranger vnto 
ide game, as J am an honeſt man J neuer (aw it beſoze. 
Thas this umple Connie cloſeth vp ſmoothly to taks 
the Uercſers part, one iy fp2 greevineſſe to haue him win the 
wine: Well, anſweres the Setter, then Ile haue one caſf 
moze, and to it they go, but he looſcth all, and beginneth to - 
chafe in this manner: Wereit not quoth he, that J care not 
fo2 a quart of Wine, I could \weare as many othes fo; an⸗ 
ger, as there behaireson my bead: why ſhoulde not my 
lucke be as good as Fours , and foztune favour me as well 
as pou? what, not one cald card in tenne cuttes : Ile foz- 
ſweare the game fo; ever. What,chafe not man (faith the 
Uerſcr) ſing we hane pour quart of Wane, ale fhcw you 
the game. and with that viſcourſeth al to him, as if be knew 
it not, The @etter, as ſumply as if the knaue were igno- 
rant, faith:J marrie, Jthinke ſo, you muſt needes winne, 
When be knowes what card to call, 4 might haue plaid long 
enough befoze J had gat a ſet. True ly ſaith the Connie tis 
a pzctie game, ſaʒ tis not poſſible foz a man to loſe that cuts 
' the 
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the cirde#r'J warrant the other that ſhuffles may tools 
Saint Potors cape if hes had it, Well, Ile carie this hom 
with mee indo the country, and win many a pot of ale with 
it. Afreſh pint ſaith the Uerſer , and then wele away: buf 
ſaingfir vou art going dome ward, Ile learne you a tricks 
wozth the noting . that yon ſhatl win mante a pot with in the 
winter nights :-with that he culs out the fours knanes, and 
pꝛickes one in the toppe , one in the middeſt, and one in the 
bottome, Now fr ſaith hee, you ſe theſe th: knaues appa- 
rantlp, th zuſt them vowne with your hand, and cutte where 
vou will, and though they bee ſd far aſunder, Jle make them 
all come tagether . J p2ay you lets ſ& that tricke ſaith the 
Connie. m thinkes it ſhould be impoſſtble . So the Verſer 
dzawes, e all the thz& knanes come in one heap:this he doth 
once oz twiſe,that the Connie wonders at it, and offers him 
apint of wine to teathe it him. Nay ſaith the Uerſer, Ile do 
it fo: thankes, t thercfoze marke me where pou haue taken 
out the four knaues, lay two together aboue, 4 dzaw vp one 
of them that it may be ſeene,then p2ick the other in the mid 
deft, x the third in the bottom, ſo when any cuts, cut he neuer 
fo warily,th2& knanes mut of fozce come together: fo; the 
bottome kaaue is cut to by vpon both the vpper hnaues. J 
marry ſaith the Setter, but then the tha knaues vou ſhe wo 
comes not together. Truth ſaith the Werſer,but one among 
a thouſand mat ks not that: it requires a quicke tie, a ſharpe 
wit, ann a reaching denn tu ſpie at the fir®. Now gramercy 
fir fo2 this tricke ſaith the Connie, Ile dominecre with this 
among my acighbo2s, Thusdoth the Uerſer 4 the Setter 
feigne a kind frendſhip to the Cony, offering hun no ſhe w of 
caſſenage, noz once to dzawe him in fv; a pint of wine, the 
mo2e to ſhadow their intended villeiny, but now begins the 
ſpoꝛt: as thus thoy lit tipting, cums the Barnackle i th;ufts 
open the doze,laking mto the rome where they are, and as 
one baſhfull ſteps backe again: and very mannerly ſaith: 3 
cry you mercy Gentlemen, J thoght a trend of mine had bin 
* No har me fic = 
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the Werfer , J map you dine a cuppe of wang with vs und 
weltom:ſo in comes the Barnackle,s taking tbe cup dn 
to the Connie, e then ſaith, what at cards Geatlemen? wert 
it not Jſhould bee offenſiue to the company, J would play 
fo; a pint till my frend come that J looks foz. Why ur, ſaith 
the Uerſer, if you will Gt downe yay ſhall bee taken bp fo2 a 
quart of wine. With ali my hart, ſth the Barnachle, what 
will you play at? at Pzimero, uno viſto, Saunt,one and 
thirtie, new cut, oz what ſhall ber the game ? Sir ſaith the 
Uerſer, Jam but anignozant man at cacdes, and J ſ@ you 
haue them at your fingers end, Jle play with vou at a game 
wherein can be no deccit, it is calle» mum · chance at cards, 
and it is thus: you ſhall ſhuFle the cards, and J wil cut, you 
ſhall call one, and this plaine boneft country pcoman ſhall 
call acardfoz mc, and which of our cardes comes firſt ſhall 
winne : here you ſe is no deceite , and at this Ile play. No 
truly ſaith the Connie, me thinks there can be no great c:aft 
in this: well ſaith the Barnackle,foz a pint of wine haue at 
pou :\o they play as befoze, flue vp,and thc Uierſer winnes- 
This is hard lack, ſaith the Barnat hie, and 3 bcleue the ho · 
neſt man (pies ſome card in the botto e, and therefo:e Jts 
make this alwates fo p2icke the bettan card. content ſaith 
the Werſer,and the Conaie to cloke the matter/ſath2fir.you 
offer me iniurie to thinketbat J can @ a card, when J nep» 
ther touch them, ſhuffle,cut, no2 daa then * Ab fir ſaith the 
Warnackle, giue laſers lenut to (peaks © wedbroxt thep got 
againe , andthenthe Barkackte klowmngthegame vette? 
then they all, by chopping a card winnestwa af the fine, but 
lets the Uerſer win the ſet, (hen in a chafe bee ſweareth tus 
bat bis ill ſucke,and be can ſ na deceit at it, and therfo2e bs 
wil play twetae pence a tut. The Uerſer is conterit,s wins 
two 02 the ſhiliutgs ofthe Barnackie, wheceat hie chaſes} 
and ſaith, J came hither in an tuill bouro but 7 wall winus 
my money againe , oz loſe all in my purſe, Wrth that he 
dea bos out a purſe with ſome th o2 foure pound, ain clapa 
it on the bozd;the Tierler aCketh the Conte:ſecrgtly by ugns 
if 
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if hee will be his halle, he ſales J, and traight feeles fo; bys 
purſe: welt he Barnacle ſhuffles the Cartes thzoughly, and 
the Uerſer cuts as befoze, the Barnacle whe he hath dzawn 
one Carde ſaith, ile eyther winne ſomething oz loſe ſome- 
thing, therefoze ile vie and reuie enery Card at my plcaſure, 
till epther pours oz mine come out, and therefoze twelne 
pence vp6 this Card, my Card comes firſt fo; twelne pence : 
no ſaith the Werſer , I ſayth the Comm, and J durſt holde 
twelue pence moze, why, J bolde you ſaith the 3Barnackle, 


and fo they vie and reuie till (ome tenne ſhillings bee on the 


fake:and then next comes fo2th the Uerſers Care , that the 
Conmy called, and ſo the Barnackle looſeth : well, this fleſh- 
eth the Corny, the ſ wer tneile of gaine maketh him frolicke, 
and no man is ready to vie and reme than hee. Thus 
fo; the oꝛ foure fimcs the Barnacklc loſcth, at laſt to whet 
on the Conny,be ftriketh his chopt Card and winneth a god 
fake. A way with the witch cryes the Barnackle, J hope the 
Cardes will turne at laſt. I much, thinketh the Conny,twas 
but a chaunte that you aſkt ſo right, to aſke one of the fine 
that was cutte off, Jam ſure there was fozty to one on my 
ſide, and ile haue you on the lurch by and by, ſo till they vie 
andreuie , and foz once that the Barnackle winnes , the 
Conny gets ſue, at laſt when they mran to ſhane the Conny 
cleane of all is coine, the Barnackle chafeth, and vppon a 
pawne bozroweth ſomc money of the Tapſter, and ſweares 
hee will vie it to the vttermoſt , then thus he chops his Card 
to croſ-bite the Conny, bee firſt looke s on the bottome Card, 
awd ſhuffles often, but ſtill keeping that bottome Card, 
whach hee knowes to bee vppermoſt, then ſets he downe the 


Cards and the Uerſer toencourage the Conny, cuts off but 


thꝛee Cards, wherof the Barnackles Card muſt needes bee 
the vppermolt.thcn ſdewes he the bottome Card of the other 
heape cut off to the Conn. and ſets it vppon the Barnackles 
Card whach he knowes, ſo that offo2ce , the Card that was 
layd vppermoſt , muſt come fo2th firſt: and then the Bar- 
nackle cailes that Card: a Card, and then the 

' Bar, 


/ 


T be Art of C onny-catching.. 


Barnackle vies, and the Countrey man vies vppon him : foz 
this is the Law, as often as one vies o2 reuies the other muſt 

ſeit oꝛ cls hee loaſeth the ſtake 2 Well af laſt the Barnackle 
plyes it ſo, that perpappes hee. vies moze money then the 
Conny haty in hes purſe : The Conny vpon thys, knowing 
bys Card is the third 0;-fourth Carde, and that hee hath \o;tie 
to one againſt the Garnackte,pawacs his rings if he bath a- 
ny, hys ſwoꝛde, his cloake , 83 eis what hre hath about him, 
to maintaine the vie, and when bee laughes in bis llecue 
thinking he hath fleeft the 1Saraackle of all, then the Barnac⸗ 
klcs Carde comes fozth,and ſtrikes ſuch a coldhumoz to hys 
heart, that hee ſittes as a man in a traunce , not knowing 
what to doe, and ſighing while his heart is ready to bzeake, 
thinking on the money that he hath loſt. Perhaps the man is 
very ſimple and patient, and whatſocuer he thinks, foz feare 
goes his way quiet with his loſſe, while the Conny-catchers 
laugh and deuide the ſpoyle , and beeing out of doozes, pwze 
man, goeth to hys lodging with a heauie heart t watry eyes, 
penſiue « ſo;rowfull,but to late, foz perhaps the mans ſtate 
did depend on that money, and ſo hee, his wite, hys childzen, 
and hys family are bꝛought to extreame miſery. An other per- 
baps moze hardy and ſubtill, ſmoakes the Conny-catchers 
and ſmelleth cooſenage,t ſayes, they ſhal not haue his money 
ſo, but they aunſwer hun with bzanes, and though her bing 
them befoze an Dfficer, vet the knaues are ſo fanonred, that 


the man neuer recouers his money,and yet he is let flip with- 
out puniſhment, Thus are the pe Connies robde by theſe 
baſe minded Caterpillers : Thus are ſcruing-men oft intiſde 
to play and looſe all: Thus are pzentices induced fo be Con- 
nies, and (9 are cooſened of their Paiſters money,yea poung 
Gentlemen, Merchants and others, are fetcht in by theſs 
damnable rake-belles, a plague as ill as hell, which is pꝛe⸗ 
ſent loſſe of money and enſuing miſery. A lamentable caſe 
in England, when ſuch vepers are ſuffered to byccde, ard are 
not cut off with the (wozde of Juſtice, This cnoamitiew not 
onely in London, but nowe generally diſperſed thzough all 
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uailed what be meant thereby: at laſt one ofhis countrey men 
ꝶ6—— DIRT" Tan then he tolde 
him 
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him howe her was cooloned af Cardes and robbed of all hys 
money , but as hes lolle was voluntary, ſo his ſceking them 
was meere vanity, fo: they were ſtept into ſome blinde Ale- 
houſe- to deuide the ſhares . Neere to @aint Eopmundes 


Bury in Suffolke, theredwelt an honeſt man a Shomaker, 


that hauing ſome twenty Parkes in his purſe long gathe- 
red and neerely kept, came to the Market to bupa Dicker of 
hydes, and by chaunce fell amongſt Conny-catchers : whoſe 
names J omitte, becauſe J hope of theyz amendement. Thys 
plaine countrey man,dzawn in by theſe fozmer deuiſes, was 
made a Conny,and fo ſtraight ſtript of all his twenty marke 
to his vtter vndoing : the knanes ſcapt,and hee went home a 
ſo:rowfull man: ſhoztly after one of theſe Conny-catchers 
was taken foz a ſuſpected perſon , and layde in Bury Gaole, 
the Seſſions comming, and her pzoduced to the Bar, it was 
the foztune of thys pooze Shoomaker to be there, who eſpy⸗ 
ing this Roague to bee arraigned, was glad,and ſaid nothing 
vnto hym, but lookt what woulde bee the iſſue of his appea- 
raunce : at the laſt hee was bought befoze the Juſtices, 
where hee was examined ol his lyfe , and being demaunded 
what Occupation he was, ſayde none, what pꝛole ſſion then 
are you of, and how liue vou: Marry quoth he Jam a Oen⸗ 
tleman and line of my freendes : Nay that is a lye quoth the 
pooze Shoomaker, vnder coxrection of the wozſhipfull of the 
bench, von haue a trade, and are by pour Arte a Conny-cat- 
cher: A Conny-catcher, ſayd one of the Juſtices, and ſmiled, 
what is he a warriner fellow t whoſe warrai doth he keepe 
canſt thou tei? Nay fir,your wozſhip miffaketh me, quothj the 
Shoamaker,he is not a warrainer but a Conny-catcher: the 
bench that neuer heard this name befoze milde, and attribu- 
ted the name to the mans ſimplicity, thinking he ment a war⸗ 
rainer: which the @hoomaker eſpying, made aunſwere, that 
ſome Connies this fellow catcht,were wozth twenty Marke 
a peece,and fo; pzoofe, quoth hee, Jam one ot them, and ſo 
diſcourſt the whole oꝛder of the Arte, and the baſenes of the 
cooſorung: wherupon þ Juſtices K 
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ted him to be whipt,e the Shomaker defired hee might gyue 
him his paiment, which was granted: ſo whe he came to hys 
puniſhment, the Shoomaker laught and ſaid,tis a mad wozld 
when pooze Connies are able to beate their Tonny-catchers, 
but he lent hum ſo freendly laſhes, that almoſt bee made hun 
pay an ounce of blood foz every pound of ſiluer. Thus wee ſee 
how the generation of theſe vipers increaſe , to the confuſion 
of many honeſt men, whoſe p;aciſes to my pooze power J 
haue diſcouered , and ſet ont with their villainous fletghts 
that they vie to the intrapping of the ſimple , yet haue they 
cloakes fo; the raine, i ſhadowes fo; their villainies, calling 
it by the name of Art 0z Lawe, as CTonny-catching Arte, oz 
Conny-catching Law. And hereof it riſcth, that like as Lawe 
when the tearm is truely conſidered, ſignifieth an oꝛdinaunte 
of good men eſtabliſhed foz the Common wealth, to repꝛeſſe 
all vicious liuing, ſo theſe Conny-catchers turne the Catte in 
the panne, giuing to diuers vilde patching ſhifts, an honeſt 
and godly title, calling it by the name of a Lawe, becauſe by 
a multitude of hatefull rules (as it were in good learning) 
they exerciſe their villanies to the deſtrumon of ſumdzy ho- 
nelt people. Thus and hereupon doe they giue their falſe con- 
ue pante, the name of Conny-catching Law, as there be alſo 
other Lawes,as Vigh Law, Hacking Law, Figging Law, 
Cheting Lawe, WBarnards Lawe. It vou meruaile at theſe 
milteries and quaint wozds, conſider as the Carpenter hath 
many tearmes familiar enough to his pꝛentiſes, that others 
vnderſtand not at all,fo haue the Conny-catchers not with- 
out great cauſe : fo; a falſhoode once detected can neuer com- 
palle the deſired effect, Therefoze wyll J pzeſently ac- 
quaint you with the ſignification of the tearmes in a Table, 
But leauing them til time e place, comming downe the other 
day Turnmil ſtreet, J met with ane who J ſuſpected a Con- 
ny-catcher, 4 in deed miſt not of my mark:after ſalutations £ 
ſome chat, I dꝛew hum on to the Tauerne, e there after a cup 
of wine oz two, J began to treat with him of the maner of his 
—— 4 
C3 


T he Art of Conny-catching. 


bad a courſe, as to line vpon the ſpoyle of pooze men, and ef- 
pecially to deſerne the name of Conny-catching, dy wading 


dym from that baſe kinde of life, that was ſo ignominious in 

the wozld, andſo lothſome in the ſight of GOD. Tut Sir, 
quoth he, calling mee by my name, as my Religion is mall, 
lo my devotion is tr, I leane OD to be diſputed on by 


: The two ends Jaime at, is gaine and eaſe, but 
by what honeſt meanes J may get, neuer comes within the 
tompaſſe ofmy thoughts, Though your experience in tra- 
uaile be great, yet in home matters mine is moze , yea, J 
am ſure you are not ſo ignoꝛant, but you know that few men 
can line vpzightly, vnleſſe hee haut ſome pzetty way ( moze 
then the wozide is witneſſe to) to helpe hymſelfe withall: 
Lhinke you ſome Lawyers coulde be ſuch purchaſers, if all 
they Pleas were ſhozte , and they2 pꝛocetdings Juſtice and 
conſcience : That Dffices woulde bee ſo dcerely bought and 
the buyers ſo ſoone mriched , if they counted not pyllage an 
honeſt kinde of purchaſe ? Oz doe you thinke that men ofhan- 
dy trades, doe make all their commodities without falſhood, 
when ſo many of them are become daily purchaſers : Nay, 
what will you moze, who ſo hath not ſome ſiniſter way to 
bclpe hunſelfe, but followeth hys noſe alwaies ſtraight foz- 
warde, may well holde vp the head foz a verre oz two, but the 
third he muſt needes ſinke,and gather the wind into beggers 
hauen. Therefo:e Sir ceaſe to perſwade me to the contrary, 
fo2 my reſolution is to beate my wits , and ſpare not to buſie 
all my bzaines to ſane and helpe me, by what meanes ſocuer 
Jcare not, ſo Jmay auoyd the danger of the Lawe. EWhere- 
vppon, ſeeing thys Conny-catcher reſolued in hys ſoꝛme of 
lyfe, leamng hym to his lewdneſſe, J went my wayes, won- 
dering at the baſenes of they; minds, that would ſpend theyz 
time in ſuch deteſtable ſozt , But no meruaile , fo: they are 
giuen vp into a repꝛobate ſence, and are in religion meere A- 
theilts, as they are in trade flat diſſemblers. M J ſhoulde 
ſpend many lheetes in deciphzing they2 ſhyfts, it were friue⸗ 
lous, in that they be many and are full of variety, foz euery 
day 
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day they inuent newe trickes and ſuch quaint deuiſes, as are 
ſccret and pet paſſing daungerous , that if a man had Ar- 
gus eyes, he could ſcarcely pꝛie into the bottome of their pza- 
ciſes, Thus fo; the benifite of my conntrey, I haue bziefely 
diſcouered the Lawe of Conny-catching, dellring all Juſti⸗ 
ces, if ſuch cooſoners light in their euen to vie ſums 
mum lus againſt them, becauſe it is the baſeft of all villa- 
nies, And that London Pzentiſes if they chaunce in ſuch 
Conny-catchers company, may teach them London Lawe, 
— ——— ů — —ͤ— 
the Caterpillers the high way to New-gate, where if Hinde 
fauour them with on wth the weren Irons ill h hol gin 
them his vnkindeſt entertainment, no doubt his other pettic 
finnes ſhalbe halfe pardoned foz his labour. But J would it 
might bee their fo:tune to happen into Hobles Nozthward 
in white Chappell , there in faith round Robin his Deputte 
woulde make them(like wzetches) fle the waite of his hea- 
uiclt fetters.And ſo defiring both hanozahle and wozſhipful, 
as well Juſtices as other officers , and all eſtates from the 
Paince to the beggar, to reſt pzofeſfed enemies to tele bale 
minded Conny-catchers. J take my leaus. 
Nafcimur pro patiia. 


A Table of the words of art, yſed in the effecting thele, 
baſe villames; 2 
Wherein is diſcouered the nature of auery terme, beeing 


proper to none but tothe robe profeſs therof. 


+ DighLaw, < Robbing by the high way ſide, 
by „ SackingLaw, Lechery, 
3. Cheting Law. Play at 2 Dice: 
4. Croſ-viting Law. ] Cooſenage by whores. 
5. Conny-catching Law. Cooſenage by Cardes. 
6, Uerfing Law, — / er by falſe gold. 

* pe © purſe $, 

7. Figging Law, pick — 
8. Barnards Law, A — cooſenage by cards. 


Theſe 


The Art of Conny-catching. 
Theſe areche eyghe Lawes of villanie leadingthe high way 
a to infamie, 


rte Thecfe is callod a High Lawyer, 
a He that ſettet the Watch, a Scripper, 
In high Law. He that Randeth to went an Oel. 
—— — 
When he yecldeth, Stouping, 
—— — Prnder, 
. The Bade if a man, an Apple-{quire, 
In locking Law, 5 — 4 
The Whorchouſe, a Trugging place, 


Pardon mee Gentlemen, for although no man could 
better then my ſelſe diſcover this Law & his tearmes, 
and the name of their Cheates , Bard-dice , Flanes, 
In Cheting Law. cf Forgers, Langen. Gourds, Demics, and many o- 
f 1 6 * 
rics to uantage , yet for ſome ſpeciall 
reaſons, I will be ſilent. R 


Iu Col-biting enact 
Piti Long man is tin, impler. 
- _ CThevillainesthat take them, the — 


r 
e at abe, » 
= 3 


* # He chat comes in to them, the Barnackle, 
The money thatis wonne, Purchaſe. 


A He that þri him in, che Verſer, 
In Verſiag Law. 4 Thepooe nrey man, the Cooſin, 
And the drunkard that comes in, the Suffler, 


he Cutte purſe, a Nippe, 
— en Ak, he Snappe, 
=_ knife, a Cuttle boung, 
The picke pocket, a Foiſt, 
In Figging Law. « He that facerh the man, the Stall, 
Taking the Purſe, Drawing, 
Es, Smoaking, 
—— F _ ©; Math 
The money, the Shelles, 
LThe Act doing, Striking, 
—— In Gomes, the Taker, 
| He is taken, the Cooſin, 
lo Barnards Law. Yrs man, the Verſer, 


The drunken man, the Barnard, 
And he that makes the Fray, the Rutter. 
Cum multi alijs quæ nunc præſcribere longum eſt. 


Them of Croſſ-biting. 

Cheſe quaint tearmes ds theſe baſe arts bſe to ſhadow 
their villanie \rithall.foz,Mn/re latest qua neon pat ent, ob⸗ 
ſcuring their filthie craſtes with theſe faire colours, that 
foe ignozant may net eſpic what their ſubtiltie is: but 
their end will be like their beginning .batcht with Cain, 
and conſumed with Judas: and ſo bidding them adoe to 
the deuill, and you farewell to God, J end. And nowe fs 
the arte of Troſ-biting, 


The Art of Croſ-biting. 

7 He Croſ-biting law, is a pablike pꝛoſciſion of ſhame⸗ 
les colaage,mired with inceſtuous whozedomes,as il 

as was p:actiſed in Toinozha oꝛ M em, though not after 
the lamt bnnaturall maner : fo: the meihod of their mil - 
chicuous art(with bluſhing cherks e trembling bart let it 
de ſpoken)is, that theſe vilanous bipers, bnwozthie the 
name of men baſe rogues (vet wby doe I tearme them ſo 


well) being oufcaſts from God, vipers of the wozld,x an 


ercrementall reuerflon of ffn,voth conſent, nay conffraine 
their wiues to yeeld the vie of their bodies fo other men, 
that taking them together, he may croſ-bite the partie of 
all the crownes he pzeſently can make 4 that the wozlp 
may ſæ thcu monſtrous pzactiſes, J will bztefly ſet down 
the manner, 

Whey haue ſundꝛie pzaies that they call implers, which 
are men fondly and wantonly ginen, whom fo: a penalty 
of their lust, they fleece off all $ ener they hane:ſome mer- 
chants, pꝛent iſes.ſeruingmen, gentlemen, veomen, far⸗ 
mers, and all degrees, and this is their fozme : There art 
reſident in Londõ 4 the ſuburbs,certain men attired like 
Genti:men, bꝛaue fellows.but baſely mindcd, who lining 
in want, as their laſt refuge,fal vnto this croſ-biting law, 
and to maintain themſc lues, either mary with ſome ſtale 
whb92e,02 els fo: ſwth kep one as their friend: : theſe per⸗ 
ſons be cõᷣmonly men of the eight lawes befoze rede arſed 
either high — 

c 


The Art of Crof-biving. 

Cach ofthe like fraternitie. Theſe when their other frades 
fail as the Cheater, when bs hath no coſen to grims with 
dus Kop dice, a the high Lawier, whe he bath no ſet match 
to ride about, and the Nip when there is no terme, faire, 
no; time of great aſemblie, then to maintaine the maine 
chance,they vſe the benefit of their wines 02 friendes, to 
the croſ-biting of ſuch as luſt after their filthie enozmi- 
ties: ſome ſimple men are dzawen on by ſubtill meanes, 
which neuer intended ſuch a bad matter. 

In ſommer euening, and in the winter nights theſe tra⸗ 
fikes(theſc common truls ( A meave) walke ab:aad either 
in the fields 0; ſtriets.ihat are commonly hanted,as tales 
to dzaw men into hell, and a farre of, as attending apples 
ſquires,certaine crof-biters ſtand alofe, as if they knew 
arena, 

in 
the lidertioof their tas on their painted faces, 
their vnchaſt beauties, till their hearts be ſet on fice: ther 
— ood and court them with many 
ſweat woꝛds: alas their nes nerd no long ſutcs,fo; they 
are fozthwith entertained, and either they go to the Ta- 
vernc to ſcale vp the matcy. With a pottle of Apocras, oz 

Qraight hecarries him to ſous had plate, and thete picks 
bis pockef,o2 elſe the crofſ-bitcrs comes ſwearing in, and 
ls out-face the diſmaied companion, that rather then hs 
would be bꝛougbt in queſtion, be would diſbur ſe all that. 
be bath pꝛeſent. But this is but an gaſte coofnage.Soms: 
o:ber merting with one of that pꝛofeſſion in the ſtreet, wil 
queſtion if ſhe will dzinke with him a pint of wine, their 
trade is neuer to refuſe,and iffoz manners they doe, it is 
but once, and then ſcarce ſhall they be warme in p rome, 
but in comes a terrible fellow, with a ſidc haire i a feare / 
full beard, as though be were one of Poupbemus cut, and he 
cones fcowning in, and ſaith, what haſt thou te toe baſe 
knauc.tocarry my ſiſter 02 my wife to the tauerpe:by bis 
cbunes pou Ne ſome of your cõpan one, i wil haue 

rcu 


The Art of creſſcbiting. 


pou both befoze the Juſtice, Depaty oꝛ 2 Conffable, to be 
- examined. The pooze ſeruingman,appzen tile,farmer,g; 
- whatſoeuer be is,ſeing ſuch a terrible buffe ſanffe, (wes 

ring with bis dagger in his hand,is ſcarſyll bath of him, 
and to be bzvught in froudle,and therfoze ſpeaks kindtic 
and courteouſly vnto hin, and defircs him to be content, 

de meant no harm. The whoze, that bath feares at com- 
maund, fals a werping, and cries him merty, at this ſyb- 

-miſſion of them both, be triumphs like a tuagart,. and will 

[take no compaſſiev; yet at laſt, though, intreaty of other 

his companions comming in as ſtrangers, bee is pacified 

. with ſome fozty ſhillings, and the pooz man goes (0z0ws 
ful awap, ſighing out that which Se bath 7 his pz9- 

Kerbe, I ſhadre(es roman bath howy wn ber: bps; b er throte 

lar ſweeres bony,her vate as (oft ar eyleſhui the and of ber 
ure hytter then Alus and her tongue U more : ſhape then a 
to edged ſword, ber feet ges vnto 4 ber ſtepper leade 
ne bell, 

Again, theſe trols whenthay have gotin gnouice,then 
-raight tber pick his purſe, audthen baus they their cro{- 
'bifercrcavy, te whom they the many,and ſo offer 

(fthem(ſclues.to be ſeartht: but the pooze man is ſo out fa- 

ed by theſe croſ-biting ruſſlana, that he is glad to goe a- 
might the Jules ſo ont fte th might they ha 

ces out « ( d 
ſir dow theſe ſtrert walkers wil iet in rich garded gowns, 
queint periwigs,rufs of the large ſt ne, quarter and halfe 

:d&p; glozied richly with ble we ſtarch, their chakes died 
with ſurfuling water, 4 thus are they trickt vp , ecitter 

walk like ftales vp anddown the ſtreats, q; cls tauze{tke 

;the deuils Sega at a tavern 02 alchouſe, as it who ſhould 

Fay, ff any be ſo minded to ſatiffic his filthy luſt, to lende 
me his purſe, and the denil his ſoule , let him tome in and 
-be welcome. Now fircomes by a countrie farmer, walk- 
ing from his inne to perfozm ſoms buſines, + (@irg ſuch 
* he wondering at ſuch a bꝛaue 22 

ands 
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ſands ffaring her onthe face , oz perhaps doth buf caff a 
glaunce, ⁊ bid her good ſpeed, as plain fimple ſwains bane 
their hamozs as wel as others:the tral ſtraight 
beginning her exord:» with a ſmile.ſaith : bow now my 
frend, what want vou, would you ſpeake with any bodie 
here? If the felow hath any bold ſpirit , perhaps be wilof- 
fer the wine, and then be is caught,tis inough: in he goes 
and they are chamberd:then ſends ſhe fo2 her huſband, oz 
her frend,and there either the farmers pocket is ſtript,oz 
els the croſ-bifers fal bim, and thꝛeaten dim with 
bꝛidewel and the law then fo2 feare he genes them all in 
bis purſe, and makes them ſome bil to pay a ſumme of 
money at a certain day. 

If the p0oz Farmer be baſhful,x paſſeth by one of theſs 
Gameles ſtrũpets, then wil he verſe it with him e claim 
acquaintance of him, and by ſome policy oꝛ other fal abus 
on him, t carp bim into ſome houſe o2 other: if hee but en, 
ter in at dozes with ber (thogh the poo2 farmer neuer niit 
ber) yet then the cro\-biters like vultures, wil pꝛaꝝ vpon 
his purſe, and rob him ef every peny. It there be any von 
gentlemi that is a nondes and bath not ſen their trains, 
to him wil fome common filth(that neuer knew loue,) 
feigne an ardent and honeſt affection,ttl ſhe and hir croſ- 
biters haue berſt him ta the beggers eſtate. 

fb gentlemen,marchants, yeomen;and farmers, let this 
to you al, and to every degree els,be a caueat᷑ to warn vou 
from luſt, that your inoꝛdinat de lire be not a me an to ime 
poueriſh pour parſes, diſcredit your god names, condemm 
your ſonles,but alſo that your welth got with the wear 
of your bꝛowes, oz left by your parents as a patrimony, 
halbe a pꝛay to thoſe coſening croſ-biters.ſome fon? men 
arc ſo far in with theſe deteffable frags,that they cSſamy 
what they have vpon (hem, and find nothing but 4 7 
tas faudur fo2 their lavoz. Read the vil of Se pre- 
nerbi, and there at large vew tbe deſcription of a hameles 
and umpudent curtizan:pet is there another kind mo 
iting 
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biting which is mol peſtilent, and thats this. Ther lives 

about this town certain houſhoiders , pct mere ſhiftei s 

and coſencrs,whso learning ſome inſight in the ciaillawe, 

walke ab;oad likeparato2s,ſumners,and infozmers,be- 

ing none at al either in office aa credit, ans they go (pieng 

about where any marchanr, oz marchants pꝛentiſe, citi- 

zen, welt hy farmer,oz other of god credit, ether accompa- 

nie with any woman familiar ly, oz els hath gotten ſome 
mayd with child. as mens natures be pzone to ſin,fraight 
they come ouer t is fallowes thus, they ſende foz hym to a 

tauern, and there open the matter vnto him, which they 

bane canningly learned out, telling him he mull be pꝛe⸗ 
ſented to the Arches,andthe (citation ſhalbe peremptozi- 
he ſerued in his pariſh church. The partie afraid to haus 

bus credit crackt with the wo:ſhipful of tbe citie,and the 

ret ot his neighbozs,and grieuing bigbly his wife ſhon!d 

heare of it, traight takes with this coſener 

fo; ſome rx.marke,nay J beard of lr. pound croſ-bitten at 

one time, and then the cooſening infozmer 02 creſ-biter 

p2omiſeth to wipe him out ofthe court,and diſcharge dim 
from the matter, when it was neither knowen noꝛ p2e- 

ſented:ĩo go thep to the woman,and fetch ber off if ſhe be 

married, and thongh they bane this t oſſe ſumme, yet oft 
times they cro(-biteher foz moze:nay thas doe they feat 
cittizens, pzentices and farmers,that they finde but anie 
way ſuſpic tous of the like fault. Mheſe croſ-bitung bauds, 

foz no better can terme them, in that fo; lucre they con- 
trale the ſinne , and ſmother bp luſt, doe not onely enrich 
themſelues mightely thereby , but alſo diſcrevite, bins 

der, and pzeiudite the Courte ofthe Arches , and the Df- 

ficers belenging tothe ſame, There arc ſome pozeblinds 

patches of that facultic,that haus the ir Tenements,purs 
chaſed,and their plate on their booꝛd very ſolemnly, who 
onely get this gaincs by croſ-biting, as is afoze reberced, 

But leaving them to the Beepinſixbt of ſuch as be apoin· 
ted with ijuſtics ts cozrec dice, again to the cruc of my fo2 - 
| 3 mer 


. therby maintain themſelues haue, and 

\ bandſom furniture. And to end this art with an Engliſh 
- demon@Tration, ile tei vou a pzety tale of late perfozmd in 
 bilhopſgate ſtreet:fhere was there flue 
but common duſwiues, chat fod faſt by a fauern doze, lo⸗ 


med AB. ſpied a maſter of a ſhip 
women, ad he, J was neuer nigard fo; ſo much, and with 
into the tauern, there he beſtowed cheare and ipocras bp- 
on idem, dzinking hard til the Got came to a noble, ſo that 


grew on, and hee would away, but this miſtres A. A. 


, Qbe gentleman a litie whitled,coofented and wert with 
 them,(o the ſhot was paid, e away they go:Without-the 
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mer crol-bifers , whole fi imple to line Denn 


— of common, diſhoneſt and idle truls, ans 
the ſtrumpets in 


tratficques pꝛetit, 


king if ſome pꝛay would paſſe by ſoz their purpoſe, auont 
tbe eldeſt of them, and mot in that law, na- 
comming along: here 
is a ſimpler quoth Ge, Ile verſe him, oꝛ bang me.Wir,ſatd 
ſhe,godeuen, what are ou ſo liberal as to beſtow on the 
good wencbes that are dax, a pint of wine, Jn faith,fayze 


that be takes one of them by the hand, and caries them al 


they iii. caronſing to the gentleman,made dim ſomwhat 
tipſie, + then Et vc in vines, vis in ig oe fat. Mel, niabt 


ſtopt his iozney thus. gentleman, qv.ſhe,this vadeſerned 


 fanoz of yours makes vs fs deeply dehoiding to pan, that 


our abitity is not able any way to make ſufficient ſatiſ- 


faction, vet to Gew vs kind in what we can, vou ſhal not 


— — ſee my imple bouſe befozs you gs. 


tauern doze ſtood two of their buſbids,/.5.amd J.R.and 


they were made pꝛiuꝝ ta the pꝛactiſt. Nome goes the gen 


tleman with theſe jolly buſwincs ſtambling, e at laſt he 


was welcom to . Mais douie, aut one of the thaxe went 
into a chamber,and got to bed, whoſe name was A. . 


after they had chatted a while, the gentiemi would haue 
ben gone, but ſhetatd him that befoze be went, be would 
ſce al the roomes of her houſe, and ſoledde him vp into the 
chamber where the party lay in bed: who is here — 
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Gentleman. Marie ſaith Pal, a god pzetic wench ir, and 
if you be not wel, lie downe by her,yvu tan take no harm 
ofhor:dzonkennesdefires luſt, and ſo the Gentleman bes 
gins to dally,and awaie goes ſhe with the candle, and at 
laſt he put off his clothes and went to bed: yet he was not 
ſo dꝛonke, but he could after a while remember his many, 
and feeling fo; his pur ſe all was gone, and th2ee linkes of 
his whiſtle bꝛoken ot the ſum that was in his purſe was 
in gold and ſiluer twentie nobles. And thus he was in a 
mae, though his head were well laden, in comes J. B. the 
good man of the houſe, and two other with hum, and ſpea ; 
kingſomiwhat loud, peace huſband quoth che, there is one 
in bed,ſpeak not ſo loud. In bed,ſaith he,gogs nowns Ile 
go ſ&,and ſo will I ſaith the other:you ſhall not ſaith his 
wife,and ſtroue againſt him. b ut vp goes be and bis croſ- 
biters with bim, ſering the Gentleman in bed, out with 
his dagger, and aſked what baſe vilaine it was that there 
ſought to diſhoneſt his wife: well, he ſent one of them foz 
a conſtable, and made the gentleman riſe, who halt dꝛunk 
pet had that remembzancs to ſpeake faire, and to intreate 
him fokepc his credit: but no intreatie could ſeruc, but 
to the counter he mul, and the conſtable muſt be ſent foz: 
pet at laſt one of the intreated that the gentleman might 
be honeſtly vſcd,and carried to a Tauerne to talke of the 
matter, till a Conſtable came, Mut,ſaith J. B. A will baue 
law bpan bim. But the baſe croſ-biter at laſt ſtoopt, and 
to the Tauerne they goe, where the Oentleman laide his 
whiſtle topawne foz monie, and there beſtawed as much 
ot them as came to ten ſhillinges, and ſats dzinking and 
talking vnt ill the next moꝛrow. By that the Gentleman 
ad ſtolne a nap, and waking, it was day light, and then 
&ing himſelfe compaſſed with theſe croſ-biters, and re⸗ 
meinbꝛ ing bis nights wozke, ſober ly ſiniling, aſued the uy 
ik they knew what he was:thep anſwered, not wel. Why 
then, quoth he, vou baſe coſuing rogues, pou ſhall ere wee 
part: and with that dzawing bis ſwoꝛd, kept the into the 
thamber, de ſir ing that the conſtable might be ſent ſoz:bu# 
E 4 this 
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this bꝛaue of his coulde not dilmate S. Mall, fo Thee had 
bidden a ſharper b:untbefoze, witnes the time of bir mars 
tirdome, wh# vpon her ſhoulders was ingraven,the hiſto» 
rie of her who21thqualities:but ſhe replying ſwoze,ſeing 
de was (6 luſtte, her huſband houlde not put it bp by ns 
meanes. J will tell thee thou baſe croſ-biting baud,quoth 
de, and you cooſning companions, I ſerue a noble man. 
loꝛ mycredit with him. J refer me to the penaltie he will 
impoſe on pou, ſoꝛ by God J will make pou an example to 
all croſ-biters ere F end with pou, j tell you vi'laines, I 
ſerue, and with that be namde his Lozd. When the guilty 
wh vꝛes and coſners heard of his credit and ſervice, they 
began humbly to intreat him to be god to the: tden quoth 
be,firſt deliuer me my monie. they vpon that gladly gaus 
him all,and reftozed the linkes of bis chaine. When hee 
had all, de ſmiled, and ſu are afreſh.that he would tozment 
them foz all this, that the ſeueritie of their puniſhment 
might be acaneat to others to beware of the like cooſ# 
nage: and vpon that knockt with bis foote, and ſayd hee 
would let them go till be had a Conſtable. Then in genes 
rall they humbled themſelues,andſo recompenced the pars 
tie, that he agreedfopaſſe ouer the matter, conditionally 
beſide,that they would pate tbe xrtane ſhillings he bad 
ſpent in charges, which they alſo perfozmed. The Oen⸗ 
tleman ſept bis wate e (aio, you may ſee the old pzouerbs 
fulfilled, F. llere fallentem nov eſt fraus, hut the poꝛe croſbi⸗ 
ters ſate ſighing a ſozrowfull beigh bo. Thus haue J ves 
cyphered an odious pꝛadiſe not wozthie to be name®:and 
now wiſhing all of what eſtate ſoruer, to beware offiifhy 
luſt, and ſuch damnable ſtales as dzawes men on to dif- 
o2dinate de ſires.and rather to ſpend their coine amongſt 
boneſt companic,then to bequeath it to ſuch baſe croſ-bi- 
fcrs,as pꝛaie bpon men,likr rauens vpon de d carcaſes, 
Jend with this pꝛaier, that Croſ-b. ting and Connyp-cats 
thing may be as li: tie know:n in England, as the eating 
ol wines fleſh was amongſt the Lewes. Farewell. 
Naſcimnr pro patria. 


FINIS. 


A PLEASANT DISCOVERY OF 
the Cooſenage of Colliers. 


Lthough (courteous Rerdert) did not put in 
amongſt the lawes of coſening, the law of i 
ring, which is adeceit that Collien abuſe 
common welth withall, in hauing vnlawfull ſackes, 
yet take it for a pettie kinde of craſt or myſterie, as 
reiudiciall to the poore, s any of the other two:for 
— diuers other diueliſn vices, as, the nature of 
the Lift, he Black art, & the Curbing lum, which is the 
Filchers & theeues that come into houſes or ſhops, 
and lift away any thing; or — or hookers at 
windowes, although as ſpecies and branches 
to the table: before rehearſed - Butomitting them, a- 
in to our law of /egering, Know therfore,that there 
inhabiting in and about Londen, certain caterpil- 
lers(colliers I ſhould ſay) that doe terme themſelues 
(amongſt themſelues) by the name of lgers,whofor 
that the honorable, the L. Maior of the citie of Lan- 
don and his officers, look ſtraitly to the meaſuring of 
coales, doe (to preuent the execution of his iuſtice) 
plant themſelues in & about the ſuburbs of Londen, 
as Shorditch , White-chappell, Southwarke,and ſuch pla- 
ces, and therethey hauea houſe, or yard,that hath a 
back gate,becaulc it is the more conuenient for their 
coſening purpoſe, and the reaſon is this; the ier, the 
crafty collier I meane, riſeth very earlie in the mor- 
ning, and either goeth towardes Croyden,Wherſtone, 
Greenwitch,or Romford , and there meteth with cun- 
trey colliers, vVho bring coles to ſerue the markette : 
there, in a foreſtalling manner, this /egey bargaineth 
E 


with. 
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with the countrie Collier for his coales, and payeth 
for them nineteene ſhillings, or twentie at the moſt, 
but commonly fifteenc and ſixteene, and there is in 
dhe load 36.fackes : ſothat they paie for euerie cou- 
ple about 14 pence. Now hauing bought his coales, 
euerie ſacke containing full foure buſhels: he carieth 
che Country Collier home to 7, place,and 
there at the backe gate canſeth him to vnload,and as 
they ſaie, ſnoote the coales downe. As ſoone as the 
cuntrie Collier hath diſpacht and is gone, then the 
Legier who hath three or four hired men vnder him 
—— his owneſackes, which be long & na- 
row — —— 1 _ 
me in the change of cuer ic ſacke a buſhel for 
3 — et this were ſom what to be borne 
withall, althogh the gaine & vſurie is monſtrous, but 
this fufficeth not, for they fil nottheſe lacks ful by far, 
but put into them ſome 2,buſhels & a halfe laying in 

the mouth of the ſacke certaine great choice c 
which they call fillers, to make the ſack ſhew faire, al- 
though al the reſt be ſmal willow coale, & halſe dros. 
Whenthey haue thus not filled their ſacks, but thruſt 
coales into th, that which they lay oſt is beſt 
filled, for to make the greater — a tall ſturdy 
knaue that is al ragd, & durty on his legs. as thogh he 
came out of the coſitry (for they durtie their hoſe & 
ſhoos vpon purpoſe to make themſelues ſeem coun- 
trie colliers: )Thus with two ſacks a pece, they cither 
gooutat the back gate, or ſteale out at the ſtreet fide, 
and ſo go vp and downe the ſuburbes, and ſell theyr 
coales in ſummer for iq. & 16. pence a couple, and in 
winter for 18. or 20. The poore cookes and other ci- 
tzzens that buy them, tlunke they be country collieis 
| that 
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chat haue left ſome coals of their load, & would glad- 
ly haue monie, ſuppoſing(as the Statute is) they bee 
good and law full lackes, are thus cooſned by the Le- 
and haue but two buſhells and a halfe tor foure 
uſhek, & yet are extreamly rackt in the price, which 
is not onely a great hinderance to her Maieſties poor 
commons, but greatly . — to the maſter col- 
liers, that bring true ſackes & meaſure out of the cun- 
trie. Then conſider (gentle readers) what a kinde of 
cooſnage theſe legiers vſe, that can make of 30. ſackes 
ſome 56 . which haue ſcene with mine eies, for 
haue ſerdowne with my pen how many turnes they 
haue made ofaload,and they made 28. turnes, euery 
turne being two ſacks : ſo that they haue gotten an 
intollerable gains by their falſe meaſure. I could not 
be ſilent ſeeing this abuſe, but thoghtto reucalcirfor 
my countries commoditie, and to giue light to the 
worſhipfull Iuſtices, and other her Maieſties officers 


in Middleſex, Surrey, & ets where, to Iooke to ſuch a 


groſſe cooſnage, as contrarie to a direct ſtatute, doth 
defraud, and impoucriſh her Maisſtics poore com- 
mons. Well may tlie honorable and worſhipfull of 
London flouriſh, who carefully looketo the country 
coales, and if they finde not foure buſſrels in euerie 
ſacke, do ſell them to the poore as forfeit, and diſtri- 
bute the monie to them that haue need, burning the 
ſacke, and honoring or rather diſhonoring the pillo- 
rie with the colliers durtie faces: & well may the ho 
norable & worſhipful ofthe ſuburbs liue & profper, 
if they loole in ;uftice to theſè legers, who deſerue 
more puniſhmentthen the ſtatute appoints forthem 
which is whipping at a carts tail, or with fauour the 
pillorie. . For 
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For fewell or fiering beinga thing neceſſariein a cõ- 
| ray 9s — — 264 any other, 
the poore, not able to buy by the are fain to 
in their ſire b — and bare coſened 

the retaile. Seeing therefore the | lawes her 
Maieſty hath appointed for the wealth of her Com- 
mons,and ſuccor ot the poore,I would humbly en- 
treat all her Maieſties officers, tolookinto the life of 
theſe legers,and to root them out, that the poor feele 
not the burden of their inconſcionable gaines. I herd 
with my cares a poor woman of Shorditch who had 
bought coles of a Ager, with weping teares cõplaine 
and rayle againſt him in the ſtreet. in her rough elo- 
quence calling him coſening knaue, & ſaying, tis no 
maruel villain(quoth ſhe) if men compare you col 
liers to the deuil,ſceing your conſciences are worſer 
then the deuils; for kee takes none but thoſe ſoules 
whom God hates: and you vndoe the poore whom 

God loues. | 
What is the matter good wife(quoth I) that you 
vie ſuch inuectiue words againſt the collier: a collier 
ſir(ſath ſne) hee is a theefe,and a robber of the com- 
mon people. le tell — ſir,l bought of a countrey 
collier two ſacks for thirteen pence, and I bought of 
this knaue three ſacks which coſt me two & twentie 
_ and fir, when I meaſured both their ſackes, I 
more inthe two ſacks by three pecks,then I had 

in his three. I would(quorh ſſie) the Juſtices woulde 
looke into this abuſe, and that my neighbors would 
ioine with me in a ſupplication, & by God woulde 
knecle before the Queene, & entreat that ſuch coſe- 


ning colliers might not onely be puniſhed 
are 
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bar pllie (for they haue ſuch black faces, that no 
man 


owes them againe,and ſo are they careleſſe,) 
but that they might leaue their eares behinde them 
fora forfet : and if that would not mende them, that 
Bull with a faire 4 roote them out of the 
„ the = —— Con 
neſt colenage. The collier hearing this, went ſmiling 
— he knew his life — not loolt into · & 
the womã wept for that ſhe had not ſome one 
by, that might with iuſtice reuenge her quatrel. 
There be alſo certaine colliers that bring coles to 
London by water in barges, and they be called gripers, 
to theſe comes the leger and ines with him for 
his coles, and * retayl with the like coſenage of 


facks as I rehearſed before. Buttheſe mad legers (not 
content with this monſtrous gaine) do beſides mixe 

their other ſacks of coles, ſtore of ſhruffe duſt 
and ſmall cole, to their great aduantage. 


And for prooſe hereof I will recite you a matter 
of trueth, lately performed by a Cooles wife vpon a 
coſening collier. 

How a Cookes wife in Loudon did 4 
wr oh for - —— "hol; | 

T chancedthis ſummer thata loade of colescame 

forth of Kent to Bilingſeate,and a legey bought the, 

who thinking to deceiue the Cirzens, as he did 
thoſe in the Suburbs, furniſht himſelf with a couple 
of ſacks, and comes vp. My hill to ſel thẽ: a c 
wife bargaind with * collier for his coles, and th 
agreed vpon fourteen pence for the couple: whic 


done, he caried in the coles, & ſhot them :and when 
E 3 the 
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che wiſe ſaw them , and perceiuing there was ſcarce 
fiue buſhels for cight,ſhe cals a little girle to her, and 
bade her go for the Conſtable: for chou cooſening 
rogue; quoth ſhee, ( gtothe Collier) [will 
teach thee how thou ſhalt coſen me with thy falſe 
acks, whatſoeuer thou doeſt to others, and will 
haue thee before my L. Mayor, with chat ſhe cau — 
a ſpit in her hand, and ſwore if he offered to ſtir, 
would therewith broach him: at which worde * 
collier was amazed, and tlie feare of the pillerie put 
him —— fright that he ſaid he would goe s 


returne to anſwere whatſoeuer ſhce 
durcb 1 ie pledge therof (quoth 
the collier) keep my ſacls your mony, and the coles 
alſo. kh Wen Erlln go: but as 


ſoon as the collier was out of dores, it was needleſſe 
to bid him run, for down hegets to his bote, & away 
he thruſts from ramps. pear ſo.immediatly went 
down to Wapping, and neuer after durſt returne to 
the Cooles wife to demaundeither as ot 


4 Hwa fone nlherrightnrfete 


lO by your 1 
T here was in the Subzrbs e of London, Flax 5250 


that wanted gales 
acouple SEN: A, + 


bought hem, andl ſowent in with her 
1 3 in her colehouſe owe, As ſoone as ſhe ſaw her coles, 


85 eaſilie geſt there was ſear Les, yet diſſembling 
the mailer, 9 paid bim jw ihe, * bad hin 22 two 


ſacks 


— — — —— —— — 
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ks more: the collier went his way , and in the meane time 


the flax-wife meaſured the coles and there was - x fine bu- 
rs 


and a peck , Her ſhe cald in her nei ,bein 
— 2 ea thatbeſ ore time had fo been panels a 
— the coſenage, & deſired their 
aide to her in tormenting the colliar, which they 1 to 
perform , and thus 4 out. Se conueyd them into a back 
room( 1 oft —— a good cudgell un- 
her apron 2 comes thecollia and faith, Miſtres, 
here be your coles: welcome good colliar , quoth ſhe, I prey 
thee follow me into the backſide,and ſhute them in another 
room. The colliar was content, c went with hir, bus as 
«1 he was in he goodwife locks the dure c the collar "e 
jo 4 27 lues in the room, mas amar d, pet ſud, Gad 
ſbrewen, welcome —— 1000 Dame, bei 
. them all to giue ſentence againſt him : who ſo 
an 45 the collia : a © hs acks fan f ire e cr 
that we ure here all gran 
thy willanies,for ſellins vs ſalſe ſacks Pa or mas 
Lane art —— ca 7; — 
thy hand at the bar,andeyt xg: or not guilty,and 
by whom thou wilt be tryed, for. thou muſt recere c 
puniſhment for the ſame ere thou depart . The colliar who 
thoug iht they had but ieſted, ſmiled 4 ſud, Come on,which 
f von wall ſhall be my Indge. Marry ſir ,quoth one iolly dame, 
that is 1,and by Gol you knaue,you ſhall find I will pronoiice 
ſentence againſt you ſcuereh if you be found guilty. Whi the 
Colliar ſaw they were in earneſt, he ſaid, Come, come, open 
the dove and let me go,with that fine or ſix wines ſtarted 
and fell pon the Colliar and gave vnto him halfea ſcore of 
ſoundlambeakes with their cudgels , and bad him ſpeał 
more reuerenti) to their Principal. * 


The 
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The collier feeling it — afraid, and thought mirth 
— Re bathe mean to make amendes for ha 

— tried by the verditt, 
ho 2 . F s they and the 
awe exidence,and becauſe this vnac — _ 
witnes, ſhe meaſureũ the coles before the colliers face, upper 


which emcee or ys ola —— — rde. 


— — 5 br 7 5 "flat coſe- 
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ocaief thee being not 


woman, hui 
3 2 is my 2 we haue no T2 * 
thee nor cart to whip thee at, hut here I di amar ts 

[halt have a many baſtinades as thy bones wil bears, and 

then to be turned out of dores withow ſacks or mony. I his 
ſentence being pronemnced,ſhe roſe up and gave nore by 
time for th'xecution , but according to the ſentence 
expreſſed,al the wom#?fll pon him, beating — 

h among whom he lent ſome luſty — ber, Jar might auer- 
coms right and therfore Ne Hercules contraduos. The 
women ſo him, that he was not able to liſt his hands 
to his head ſowith abroken pate or two he was paid, and 
Lkeiack Drum, faire and orderly thruſt aut of dores. 

This was the reward that the Colliar had, and I pray 
God all mr colliars be ſo ſerned,and that gead wines when 
they bee h ſacks,may giue them ſuch payments, and that 
the — and worſhipfull of the land may look into tlus 

os abuſe of Colliars, aſwell for charity ſake,as alſo for the 
— of the poor t and ſo wiſhing Colliars to amend their 
deceitfull and 1 difordred dealings herein, I end. 
FINIS. 
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